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Summary of key points discussed, and advice given

The Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) advised that a note of the meeting would be taken and published on its website in accordance with section 51 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008). Any advice given under section 51 would not constitute legal advice upon which applicants (or others) could rely. 


1. The proposed development


Consenting programme and introduction to the pre-application programme document

A Development Consent Order (DCO) will be sought by UK Industrial Fusion Solutions Ltd (UKIFS), a wholly owned subsidiary of the UK Atomic Energy Authority for the construction and operation of a nationally significant infrastructure project (NSIP). This project consists of the design and building of a prototype fusion power plant, and associated development, at West Burton. The proposed development will consist of spherical tokamak for energy production, targeting first operations for 2040. The spherical tokomak gives the project its name: Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production (STEP). The applicant will be securing the necessary permits, consents and licences needed to build and operate the project. As a prototype project, STEP will inform how future fusion plants will be maintained throughout their operational life. UK Government see the STEP Fusion project as an opportunity to create a “Fusion Hub” in the UK. 


A fuel mix called Heavy Hydrogen will be used to power the station. This fuel is a mix of Deuterium and Tritium which will be used to heat a plasma to 150 million k. 1 gram of the fuel can produce 340,000 MJ of energy. A byproduct of the fusion reaction is the fuel itself, therefore the recovery process for the fuel will be part of the construction, making it partially self-sufficient. The waste from the project is principally created from the physical wear and tear of the machinery.

The applicant confirmed the project will use the existing electrical connections which was part of the reason for choosing this site. However, the Gate to Grid process has not been started yet.

The applicant confirmed a basic timetable for the application process:

· EIA scoping Autum/Winter 2026.
· Stage 2 Consultation Q1 2027.
· Stage 3 Consultation Q1 2028.
· Submission of Application Q1 2029.
· DCO Decision Q3 2030.


Location

The proposed site is at West Burton in Nottinghamshire. The site is 330 hectares. The site is within Bassetlaw District Council and located on the River Trent. The search for a site began in December 2020, with regions across the UK invited to nominate sites. Two rounds of assessments were conducted, and the Secretary of State made the decision to choose the West Burton site in 2022. This location was selected in part due to fact it is a brownfield site, already in use for energy production, and therefore has pre-existing infrastructure which can support a new energy project. Also noted were the connections to road and rail transport routes. The legacy of the Megawatt Valley, which has been powering the UK for 60 years was another factor. The proximity to the River Trent is helpful as it can be used for cooling the plant. Due to the fact that the project is in its early stages of development, it is not currently known how much water will be required to cool the plant. The project would be built at the southern end of the site, with the northern side of the site being used for construction activities and, potentially in the future, for supply chain purposes. The site is currently owned by EDF. The decommissioning and demolition work on the current power station is expected to be completed by 2028. 

West Burton A is the site of the coal power station which is being decommissioned for this project to be built, West Burton B is a natural gas power station and West Burton C is the location of a “peaking plant” which is yet to be built but was granted planning consent in October 2020.


Early engagement with statutory bodies and local authorities, and other stakeholder engagement to date

UKIFS are committed to early outreach to the local communities. The outreach includes: hosting community events, connecting with local businesses, responding to community groups and regular contact with local authorities. UKIFS are also eager to begin early contact with local communities in order to be part of creating “Megawatt Valley 2”.

UKFIS emphasised that they will base consultations on the principles in the Planning Act 2008.

UKFIS is currently envisaging three stages of consultation:

Stage 1 Non-Statutory Consultation Strategy

This will take place from mid-January to March 2026. The applicant confirmed that the STEP Fusion launch event took place on 27th of November 2025. The applicant will be making use of social media, local media and, posters to keep the public up to date with project developments. Using different media to communicate these updates increases accessibility for as many people as is possible.  
 
UKFIS will promote the consultation in several ways, including (but not limited to) letters to statutory consultees, postcard drop to all properties within a 5 mile radius, the STEP Fusion website, the STEP Fusion Launch event, adverts in local media and posts on community noticeboards via social media. During the consultation period, feedback will be collected in many ways, including online forms, freepost and at in person events. 
13 community events will take place, covering days, evenings and Saturday mornings, with technical experts on hand to answer any questions.

Stage 2 Consultation

Stage 2 will consist of project updates and identification of the proposed development, which would include details of the development areas (on site and off site) and an overview of the key consenting considerations.

The above will be underpinned by a comprehensive community engagement programme.

Stage 3 Consultation

Project updates will be given which will include and refinements to the proposed development.

There will be a programme of technical engagement with the host and neighbouring authorities and other statutory bodies over the next 12 months, through a systematic approach to seek agreement on the scope of the surveys and approach to assessment, the form of any commitments and controls and, as appropriate, the shaping of the project proposals.

The applicant has received some initial concerns from parish council, around potential traffic impacts. Modelling and investigations are currently under way to develop a better understanding of the existing transport network. Local Authorities see this as a transformational project.

The applicant hopes local communities will be receptive to this project as they are used to the coal powerplant which has been part of the local area for decades, so they are familiar with the process of energy production.

It appears no local action groups have formed yet; this will be monitored throughout the process.

The Inspectorate noted that the proposed consultation area includes locations beyond the immediate site boundary to reflect consideration of potential off-site infrastructure, including possible park-and-ride arrangements.


Environmental constraints and issues

The applicant will focus on early identification of environmental constraints and engagement with statutory bodies to inform design decisions.

In response to a query from the Inspectorate, the applicant agreed that the project would have to comply with relevant Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) requirements but are still in the process of determining what that would be and how mitigation for ecological impacts will be considered in the design of the project. The applicant has an engagement programme in place with Natural England and the local planning authorities to discuss this. 


EIA scoping

The applicant confirmed EIA scoping is planned for late next year (Autumn/Winter 2026).


Preparing the draft development consent order, including any novel approaches to drafting

The applicant highlighted that as a first-of-its-kind prototype, the project may require a Development Consent Order that allows for a degree of flexibility to accommodate iteration and refinement as the technology develops. The Inspectorate acknowledged that this may present novel considerations compared to more established NSIP types and advised that this should be explored through ongoing pre-application engagement. 
 
The Inspectorate encouraged the applicant to give early consideration to design quality, noting the opportunity for the project to demonstrate high-quality, pioneering design given its flagship nature. The potential benefits of appointing a design champion and engaging in early design review were discussed.



Land and rights: Scope of compulsory acquisition etc powers sought and potential constraints and issues

At this stage, the use of compulsory acquisition powers is not envisaged as being necessary.


Submission date

The applicant confirmed they intend to submit their application in Q1 2029. Recognising this is significantly in the future, the applicant is happy to record this to be January 2029, but will update the Inspectorate if this needs to be revised. 


2. The pre-application service offer

The service tier requested by the applicant, including justification
The applicant confirmed they will seek Tier 2 standard service, possibly moving into tier 3 next year or year after. A more enhanced service may be needed closer to the point of submission, possibly during 2028 as the applicant prepares for submission. PINS advised the applicant that being collaborative is the best way to get the most out of the enhanced tier. 

Risks, including change requests
Throughout the project, the applicant will continue with ongoing identification and management of project risks and opportunities.
The Inspectorate noted the novel nature of the project and the potential for significant public interest and highlighted the value of the applicant maintaining regular updates and open engagement with the Inspectorate throughout the pre-application process.



3. Practical Arrangements



The Inspectorate requested that the applicant publish their programme document on their website, where it should be hosted and maintained. In due course, the applicant should provide an issues tracker using the available through the Pre-application Prospectus.
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